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To: Joan Cralg Re: your Apr.  1 let ter/ forrns fe the V.O.l l .  ProJect

lty hletory of sendce Ln Wtl2 was probabLy very differenr from any of the other vets
you heer froo so I thtak I had better gl.ve you a report that wiJ.l incJ.ude Eome ed-
ltorlal{alng' for want of a better term. And that -pgt eoues at the very beglnnJ.rrg
of 4 yr. period that began tn 1941'.
f was drafted ln August of f41, whLeh was 5 rno. beforq Pearl Barbor (vhich was shen
for all practlcar puiposer we Eot intd WI{z), f waffiTted in l{ichita, l{ans., then
was Put on a traln to Ft. Leswenworth, Krns, where ny actual ttswearing in" took pLace.

Ar the Ft' teavsrworth center, they had blg posrers ofl the walls lnvitlug thoge who
ulshed to ' to slgn up for the U.S. Arruy Atr Corp---for a 4 yr. hitch. Those who
slgned could take thelr cholce of several trsining schools thac were located dlfferent
sectlong of the eountry. I signed for the sinple reason Ehat 1t hras ny Judgemerrt that
the war Lu Europe uae golng to last for 4 yr6. an)ryayr so why rrot learn a good trsde
ln the selice,
I  chope to study for and A & E (atrcraft  &.bnglne) l lcense and a few days Larer I  was
on a traLtr to Chanute Fleld, Rantoul, I11. trve never forgotten my fI-rst nlght at
Chanute. I hsd cone down wlth a s€vere rLnus headcche on Ehe traln Erlp and when we
got to our tents (there were 6 of us to a tent) the weacher had turned wet & cold/raw.
Each cot had a qtttress and the lacter was soaklng wet with puddles standlng ln the
center---obvlously we had a very leaky tent, arrd, this was the firsr indication we
had' but not the 1ast, of how totally unprepared the USA was ro fight a war(which we
wefenr t even in yec) . .*

l t l
Another lspect ebout Clranute: ,r/re sere cold to tthlt the by'oks" hard for our gov't \ras
shortenlng our tralnlng pet lod fron I  yr.  to 3 mos. Ard rF had to rotate serving K.P.
once every fev days, At the tall end of our tralfllng cay'e pearr llarbor. (years Later
upon readLng reports on th€ Lrrvestlgation of reepooalbl/y for that trear tragedy---
and reuenberlng the hard pueh on us at Chanute, it began to oahe sense Bo me that (f)
our govtt waspretty certaln that we were headlng for war, but never told the public
about lt (2) thsre was sloppy comunicatlous belseen tlash. D.C, and Pearl Harbor
!{ltlch rnay welJ. have been cauaed by als-nanagernent tn both pleces---and we paid a
hcrr lble cost) .
After flulshlng st Chsnute, e BEoup of us were "trslned" to llcDr.ll Fleld, Taupa.. f?r
a short tfiue , then to rtopefl fteldtt tralning ln Sarasota. In neither location were
we even close Eo an airplatre. short l ) ,  r€ " tr t l .ned" to. t ' t -  Dix ( !1 ,J.) then on to the
QE (Queen Ellzabeth shtp) to England.. lfe cere pecked inco bunke, 6 to a r'Etateroom"
ln the deed of nlght and the memoreble pert .of thst trlp was the shaking of the ship
ooe nlght as we "fish telledrr our path on our way, dua to uhe threet of eubs,
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The QE docked lu Glasgow Harbor (Scotlend), but long before hre couJ.d see land, we
sew the barrage B d.loons in the hatbor sky. These balloons were like a rurall dlrlgible
and tethered to the ground by sEeel cable . Ttrey were d defense mechanism the Brltish
were uslng to detet che Jerry (German) al-retaft from bourbing/strafing their targets
on the ground, the idea belng that lf eneuy al.rcraft ran lnto the cable(s) the latter
would disable the altcraft so ruch as to pake lt useless/crash.
These bal}oons were shollrt 1n news fihn in theaters all over the US.d long before we got
lnto the war. There wae no such thlng as TV at the time, When we saw those balloons,
rre knerr f€ fere ttat rrgrtt.
We were notr rrttatnedil to Ehe Peterborough area (90 ni. !I. of London (this srea , ln due
courser became the locat lon for al ,L the B-17's (Fly fqrtresses, heavy bonbers) that
was to becme the 8ch Alr Force---no longer the U.S. Arny Air Corps).
lty outfLt was now called the 340th Bomb Squadroa of the 97th Boub (Heavy) Group---there
uere 3 other Sgadrons near ua---except thet us ground personnel had to walt for weeks
before our B-17ts arrLved. Our B-17rs made bornbl-ng runs over Rouen, France, ---we
lrere the f i rst  US aircraft  to t thl t t '  the Jerr ies, wel l  before the 8th Air  Force was
actlvated. (Our fllght crerrs had to take comunlcatlons and slgnaL rrain{ng fron the
Brltl-ah staff of the RAF (Royal Air Force) rlho had been rhrouth a lot of combat aglnst
the Jer{es).
A Word about tha civl.Il.an llfe of the Erltsh, Ife found they ffere a lronderful people.
They had llved through very ro,rgh tlaes long before sst'Yankstt teamed up nirh them.
Bleckouts €vecry night,  str lct  rat lonlng of food, Baer etc.  (g0Z;rode bikes--- they
coul'dnrt afford cars to begln w1th, and with gas rationl.ng, seveily, what wag the
sense of havlng e car?)
Now, the 97th ras taklng ashlpplng convoy to N. Afrlca. lle were sratianed ar the
edge of, the Sahara, but before we get there '!re were, uenporarily set up at an alr
fleld rhere re Put up our pup tents---it was the ralny eason and we all alept tn
$ater f,or several nites (where have I heard that one before) and on the rraln to
the Sahara, whenever we et,opged, there were Arabs selllng us tanBsrines arrd lret'ate"
plenty of th+--not a one of us tot a cold from the trwet nlghtgtr.

Out tLme near the Sahara was short-LLved. Ttre sand acorm (slroccoes as they were
called) got sand into our aitctaft englnes and oade theu worthless. So we vere
noved back up north lnto the Aclaa mountaLnE, wtrere rre got into a blt-of snow now
and then, Mllltsrily, whlle lre were next the Sahara, we got hic by J,iry Boobers
"too often[ and ne Bot reminded of how short on suppllee efld equipnent we were because
we didntt have any seachlights nor ack-ack guns - Orr defense; our Armareents group
6et uP 3 nachl,ne guns at 3 dlfferent locatioqs to fora a trtafl&le of fire---and our
warnlng of an lupendlng rald rss 3 rtfle shots of,Iy Dlnutes before the actlon would
ac,eEt,
Next: Ttre Jerry trouud fotces were pushLng our way. Our B*I7t6 were now to be used
in plaee of fighter aLrcraft (we had no fighrers av ailable) NO borobs could be used

for Ehese were low 1evel fltehts for strafing, so rhe air crews would nan their



llach{ne gun etatl.ons (thete vetr 5 on ea, B-17) and stfafe the enemy in low level
flylng. The probleu: lu relatlve cerns the B-17 was e slow, ponderous alrcraft that
was good for high altltude bombing run€, but very vulnerabl€ at 1ow levels, We got
luchy and dLdnrt lose any plenge or personrrel.

Wt alwaye followed the 5th Ar:ny ln thls theatre and nor,r the lnvasion of Icaly scarted.

[Je eourdnrt nsvc tn until the JerrL""ffi*"d out of sourher]tltaly. llhieh brings up
che battle of Anzlo beachhead. Ttre 5th Aruy was tied down t,here for neeks because
the Jertiea had blg cannon eaplaceuents in the hil1s surrounding and c{fbbered any-
thLng thst Emred---and the 97th couldnrt help nuch for fear of dropping bombs on
ouf oErn tfoQPS.

AttEltl-on finall,y drove the Jerrles north and we uoved inco the flar land around the
tolrr of Foggla, well southeast of Rone (which by now had beerr decl.ared on Open Cicy--
nelther eide was to flght in Roue)

Fron Fgggia we flew e nuqber of nisslons bomblng the oil fieLd of Ploesti (Rounania)
then 

-^'- pllots ttould fLy on to Russia (the.y dldnrt rhr have the fuel capacity for
the returrr tr{p to Foggfa) to 1and. Our air crews told us, upon return, that the
Russlans had their technicLans aLl over the B-17rs copylng our designs & equipnent.

Re the ltellan civlllans. [Ie were hero€s to
abused theu eo slch, and Mussollrrl, hadlong
pous leaders.

I could Bay bore, but enough,

them. ltey hated the Jerries who had
sLncegone the vay of all arrogant, pof,-

fr{lfirrt^



To; Llbrery - Joan CraJ.g

+ t { r . | . r { r / - r r . t s  vh

Re: Vets i  Oral"  History

I  thought you night f lnd l t  {rr terest ing thar al l  rhese nonrhs later addir toual
thoughts have coue ta minri re rny HW? experlences, Some s.$ s re$ult of re-tracing
the sequenclng of those e*periences, r+hi le others have been jogg*d by eonvetsat lons
wi th  o ther  peop ler  f l r rd  v€ ts ,

Just  th ls  s .m.I  l ras toLLl  l ) " 's  c1^( ixa i  f t^ . i "cnd t } :a t  he-  had ln i t la t*d an c)ra i  h j$tory
proBr l rm af  h is  i ibr :ar i '  i : t  ) r ta i r ,e ,  wi ' re  r :e ht :  i l , r re: r  6 nc,s-  of  fhe vr : , - -* t i r ls  aF r I
resul t  o f  ny teLl i *g t . i j . ; l  a l : r r ; i  i : r - ' - i r i  i r i  ) la t i r lq ,  Sy ch,Hi lc€,  s  c l r ;se f  r i *nd of  both
of  usr  got  ln  an t i r ,a  isxr , ' i : i , . f - - i : l l { i : : .  i - r - , : '  I  hat l  ment i *ned ahtut  aLi  of  r rs  l lS r roops
b'elug t irAnsporL,;d ': iJi f ir i: --":;: i : i . . i . i l . l l ,  ] i i : i i :r:+ir -. l i ' i lp*c- FfOrU N.Y. trf GlaSgOsr Ofi the QM,
then {n 6,  very r ; l -o i - ;  i } r i i . iL , r l . r  . i ) r j r i i r : \ . . i . ' : : ' :uc. r  i , l - r .erp*c}  to  N.  Af t ' r lca.  ( f i te  Qy I  Qn
a1r+ays lr!"r*flt soi.o" f *r: i-i'itr,..' i:e.,.;1 I
rdere n ri l f f er:Uint $tor1,'.. f, ' ir* ' ' , , L j;] l ,r: l  ,r l

,,,r. i: ir i l , to outrlrn the German gubs-"--theccrnvoys

r ' ! rn. '  i lL i  {anter  thgr ' i  rhe s loWest  Of  the lo t )

Our th l rd p{r r ty ,  one { ierr rge $ ' l . r : r : : iJ  i : : :  ! . i ' ; i ' , r ia i r r l  asked ue i row we 1tk$the "grcgt ' / rum
ttle Brl.t l.sh servnd on ti ie.i.r '  : ihii;rs;. i 1...-r ' ir i i .,,1,l : ir Cer:rge ln amgsement eni sald:
id* neVef gdtt AUJ* r:r"i l ir.-"*--$'rri i  ir* . ir ' i :*ir,; l+i: ' . l  i l 'r ' i l  Ir '41 WSg a Staple on Eri.t lsl i ShipS and
ire harl aebao f,he t:; lt lv)Iih; ' :f pi: l,rt '  fr;ngc-t,,:r* i ir- l i-,:J!x Urit lsh shiprs he traql seen ln p+rt
( i n  i l aL l f * x ,  N .5 i . )  1  bLa r  f f i y  $ f , a i - r i { ; l l  irr 'Lld {.l*nrge, I don t t qr-restion what yotr
sgw, hut you shor:lC.r: t i  qurl. i l{- icr'f i  ;nv {-:hg:qry'-go.,*a, " 

for qre never $aw sr:ly n.rrn---*al1 we

SoL we3 muL. [on* mdt fon,  ru i l i . t i - r i1- . - - ,a | i , - i  : i . i -  " j ic jnnl  take r :s  krng to get  seesick on the
corivoj,/ aird we f ec1 f.he f 1...;hes, srr.r,rtri in!, in long l: ines to do so" (He were gl"ven
Gofire i:anncd gaod j.n * sm,*ll. l" ri;rrir, "i-rr,:f i .rri:- ire leit Liverpuol and were told to *ave
irt case our shiir va* $rrflk anci we iri. ir i [r: L]'eil.sr to shr:re---they never exp)-alned
fo u$ hot t  t re r rer- ; , f .D p i+ lar  i l l l ,  t . f r r l${ r  nr i les t0 shi l ra--* .anyway r" re cor . l ldnr t  take
nqre t , i ian +nei  me.* ] "  nf  f i rn i . t$n-  so Bte a l l "  sur  rcr l rned food before the end c l f  the
f  l e t  c i ay .  )  .

George'e st r l tude on [he rum ts a] l  ioo reqi inr t f :u l "  o f  t r . , 'Lng to applv peac€: l lme
stand6rdE to ws.r. I col-d hiit rhere ',re-re 6C0iJ of us on tl.re QM to Glasgow arrcl the
word we got  f ron add: i , t ionai -  t rof lps ln  N,  Afr l .ca wa.$ th* t  t l - re QM rvas carr i .ng over
?2, t100 t r0ops on t  runfaf  E*r  th{ i t - - - [hat  a . i .o t  of  r l : r r

SubJec t  f ood l  L  ne t  up  v l . t . h  a  f  c r rnne r  B r  j " t ; 1  $h  l i avy  ' : '  l ( . : : 1  r ; , - '  l .  .  i ; . . - , !  r . , . ' * r :  t he re .
He to ld ne c. f  h{s exper leuces of  ,  a6 L ia l tc ' r i  o f f icr r ,  , - i - . i . ' ; ig  . :n  ' -15 . l lvuf  : : t i i f r t  in
the  Nor th  Sea  du r l r t g  t he  Ha f .  He  s * i< i r  I  r ea i1 .1 r  l ooked  fwd ,  t o  n ry  v i s i r s  on  the
US sh ip - - ' I  a te ,  l l ke  a  ho rse  fo r  you r  f oc . t l  r . r . 1s . so  muc t i  t l e t t e r  t han  ou rs .  A l su ,
a few yxs.  4So t  net  wi th a ** l fe  r "*ho had i .umtgrated,  wi t i i  her  teehnic lan hr . rsband
to s ner+r  l * fe  fu Wof lcester .  Wl th l r r  the f i rn t  **eek Ehey rdere t rere,  the-v had srrme
r:rf f lr 'r chfekerr anr{ sh* weseupirtrric, Or.rr cit lckerr had rnuc.h nore: meat crrl i t, and
the t ts te i re$ ss uuch hetEer f l lan ln  Br l ta l r r .
I { h i l e  I  d l dn t t  t r y  uo  exp la ln  t h l s  " supe r l o r ' 1 t } - " ,  t he  f ac t  l s ,  t he  *n i -ma l  i r r r s -
bandt l r  Espect  of  our  a. r r lcu l rur :a l -  ca l . l "eger  ln  our  farm hel t  { f rom whence I  r :ame)
have been dol r rg fe- tc6 ;1 on.6ur  food c i ' ra : l r r  for :  a  long t l r *e.  I . t  shows-
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